
LAKE OKOBOJI  

UNITED METHODIST CAMP 

Keith Shew, the director of the Lake 

Okoboji United Methodist Camp in 

northwest Iowa, tells the story of a 

very shy little girl who reluctantly 

came to Lake Okoboji. She greeted 

her mother with much excitement 

after a week at camp and asked to 

share a song at church the next 

week.  

Although this was extremely unchar-

acteristic of the girl and even though 

the music leader was gone that Sun-

day, she whispered into the pastor’s 

ear during the children’s message 

that she had a song from camp that 

she’d like to sing. 

The little girl — all by herself, into the 

microphone, and in front of nearly 

200 people — led the entire congre-

gation in “The Karate Song,” an ad-

aptation of “I Will Magnify the Lord” 

that she’d sung around the campfire 

the previous week.   

The congregation stood and did the 

actions with her, exhibiting a kind of 

spirit that had not been felt for many 

years! Camp made this little girl feel 

loved, confident, and ready to share 

what she learned about God! And her 

zeal changed the hearts of many 

people!   

Learn more about camping ministry 

supported by conference apportion-

ments at www.okobojicamp.com.  

Stories of Connectional Giving 
www.iaumc.org/tyn 
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