
JUSTICE FOR OUR NEIGHBORS 

Iowa Justice For Our Neighbors 

(JFON) provides free professional 

legal services for low-income immi-

grants in their immigration process. 

Two attorneys serve in Iowa to help 

people like Maria, who came to the 

United States in 1985 from El Salva-

dor. Guerrillas had threatened to kill 

Maria and her family. They burned 

her cornfield and killed her neighbors.  

Maria fled for her life, seeking asylum 

in the United States. Through several 

court appeals she was eventually 

allowed to apply for a work permit 

each year; but no action was taken 

on her asylum petition. In 2005 she 

had her asylum interview and the 

judge denied her plea, stating that 

there was no longer any danger to 

her in El Salvador.  

 
However, JFON discovered that 

Maria was eligible for Legal Perma-

nent Residence. They were able to 

terminate her removal and helped her 

with the application and 120 pages of 

supplemental documents and infor-

mation needed by Immigration. In 

May 2009, Maria was granted legal 

permanent residency. After all these 

years, Maria can live a little more at 

peace with her husband and four chil-

dren, who are U.S. citizens by birth. 

Learn more about JFON, which is 

supported in part by grants from the 

Iowa Conference, at iowa-jfon.org. 

Stories of Connectional Giving 
www.iaumc.org/tyn 
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